Selective dendritic degeneration of medium spiny neurons in dementia with Lewy bodies.
Dementia with Lewy bodies (DLB) is the second most common form of dementia and shows more severely impaired performance on tests of executive functions compared to Alzheimer disease. Here the authors demonstrate selective spinodendritic degeneration of medium spiny neurons in regions of the caudate nucleus that subserve executive functions and propose that this may underlie, at least in part, the heightened executive dysfunction observed in patients with DLB.